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Performed by: 
Ieva Jokubaviciute piano | Sophie Shao cello 

Sergei Vassiliev clarinet 
epicmustsee.org 

Ludwig van Beethoven (1770-1827)

Moderato - Vivace - Allegro

Variations for cello and piano

15 Minute Break (Time for a refill)

Trio for clarinet, cello and
piano

Antonin Dvorak (1841-1904) Silent Woods for cello and
piano

Samuel Coleridge-Taylor (1875- 1912)

Production by Larry Jones, Sergei Vassiliev, Chris Doiron
and the amazing Ent Staff 

Allegro con brio1.
2. Adagio
3. Tema con Variazioni





Lithuanian pianist Ieva Jokubaviciute’s powerfully and intricately
crafted performances have earned her critical acclaim throughout
North America and Europe. Her ability to communicate the essential
substance of a work has led critics to describe her as possessing
‘razor-sharp intelligence and wit' and ‘subtle, complex, almost
impossibly detailed and riveting in every way’ (The Washington
Post) and as ‘an artist of commanding technique, refined
temperament and persuasive insight.’(The New York Times). In
2006, she was honored as a recipient of a Borletti-Buitoni Trust
Fellowship. Labor Records released Ieva’s debut recording in 2010
to critical international acclaim, which resulted in recitals in New
York, Chicago, Philadelphia, Baltimore, DC, Vilnius, and Toulouse.
She made her orchestral debuts with the Chicago Symphony; in Rio
de Janeiro, Brazil; with the American Youth Philharmonic in 2016,
and in February 2017, Ieva was the soloist with the Orquesta
Filarmónica de Montevideo in Uruguay. Her piano trio—Trio
Cavatina—won the 2009 Naumburg International Chamber Music
Competition. Ieva’s latest recording: Returning Paths: solo piano
works by Janacek and Suk was also released to critical acclaim in
2014. 

Sergei Vassiliev is the founder and executive director of EPIC
Concerts. He has served as principal clarinetist with the Colorado
Springs Philharmonic Orchestra since 2009. A versatile musician,
Sergei has appeared throughout the US and Europe as a soloist,
chamber musician, and clinician. He has performed chamber music
at festivals like Chatter, Festival Mozaic and Colorado College
Music Festival. Sergei held principal clarinet positions with the Des
Moines Metro Opera Orchestra and Boise Philharmonic, performed
as guest principal at the Music in the Mountains Festival, and has
collaborated with the Houston, Colorado Symphonies, and many
other orchestras. In 2019, he was honored to be featured in the
Colorado Springs Philharmonic's "Signature Series" as both artistic
director and soloist. Sergei is a D’Addario artist. 

Cellist Sophie Shao, winner of the prestigious Avery Fisher Career
Grant and top prizes at the Rostropovich and Tchaikovsky
competitions, is a versatile and passionate artist whose
performances the New York Times has described as “eloquent,
powerful,” the LA Times noted as “impressive” and the Washington
Post called “deeply satisfying.” Shao has appeared as soloist to
critical acclaim throughout the United States and has
commissioned Howard Shore’s cello concerto Mythic Gardens,
performing the premiere with Leon Botstein and the American
Symphony Orchestra, the UK premiere with Keith Lockhart and the
BBC Concert Orchestra, and European premiere with Ludwig Wicki
and the 21st Century Orchestra. She also premiered Richard
Wilson’s The Cello Has Many Secrets and Shih-Hui Chen’s
multimedia concerto Our Son is Not Coming Home to Dinner. Shao
has appeared as soloist throughout the United States, Europe and
Asia, with the Houston Symphony, National Symphony Orchestra
of Taiwan, National Symphony Orchestra of Ukraine, and Pacific
Symphony.



Secure seats today!

EPICMUSTSEE.ORGEPICMUSTSEE.ORG
719.425.9227719.425.9227

ORIGINS OF A LEGEND: BERNSTEIN’S CLARINET SONATA | MARCH 28 - 7pm 
Dive into the fascinating journey of Leonard Bernstein’s early
years with a performance of his first published work, the Clarinet
Sonata. This special concert features Sergei Vassiliev, whose
clarinet playing the Colorado Springs Gazette calls "flawless,"
alongside crowd favorite Andrew Staupe, known for his
"immaculate artistry" (Minneapolis Star Tribune). The evening will
also feature works by Saint-Saens among other gems.

Experience the monumental Quartet for the End of Time, a
seminal work by Olivier Messiaen that first premiered in a
German prisoner-of-war camp on January 15, 1941. This
remarkable piece, known for its profound emotional depth, will be
the highlight of our 5th Season Finale. Plus, witness this one-
time-only performance featuring an exceptional lineup of
musicians, including Gabby Diaz, the newest member of the
Grammy Award-winning Kronos Quartet. 

QUARTET FOR THE END OF TIME | MAY 23 - 7pm



Donors $5,000+
Al & Leigh Buettner
Larry & Chris Jones
Sally Sharpe in honor of John King III

Donors $2,000-$4,999
Bert and Mary Carollo
James & Carol Montgomery
Karen Mosbacher
Jordan Strub & Michele Strub-Heer
Rob & Randi Swindler
Rob & Maureen Taylor
Annabel Widney
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Rebecca Arnold
Helen Dewey
Linda Dickson
Marcia Lee
Lance & Brenda Miller
Marilyn & James Miller

Donors $500-$999
Helen Brown
Randy & Trice Dipner
Susan Grace
Sandra Hilt
Joanne Larson
David & Cheryl Schwartz

Donors $10-$199
Zonetta E Glenn 
Joyce Hanagan 
Suzanne MacAulay
Cynthia Robinson
Daniel Silver
Daryll Stevens
Marjorie Zimmerman

Donors $100-$199
Daniel Bell
Lorraine Bell
Maureen Bridges
Katarina Calcagno
Hilary G Dussing
Michael Heer
Rex Kirkpatrick
Helene Knapp
Robert and Sue Lanting
Teresa & Bruce Latimer
Randy Liefer
Andrea and Michael Mai
Martha Muehleisen
Linda and Jim Northrop
Fran Pilch
Mark and Christina Rankin
Kenneth Roberts
Steven & Connie Schoonover
James Townsend
James Van Hoy
Jane Weisbrodt
Christina Wilson

Donors $200-$499
Susanne Anselmi
Katharine Cornelius
Nicole de Naray
Jack & Chris Ferguson
Edith Greene
Mary McKinley
John & Mation Meyer
Gail Rutherford
Margaret Ward
Diane Williams

Donations received since January 1, 2024

Concert Sponsor: 
Bert and Mary Carollo
Concerts in Schools Sponsor: 
Karen Mosbacher & 
Joanne Larson



EPIC at the Ent Center for the Arts aims to elevate
performing arts in Southern Colorado through
high-caliber chamber music experiences,
attracting and retaining the world’s leading
musicians. Performers engage with the audience
in interactive concerts.

SERIOUSLY FUN WORLD CLASS 
CHAMBER MUSIC

Secure seats today!

EPICMUSTSEE.ORGEPICMUSTSEE.ORG
719.425.9227719.425.9227

ORIGINS OF A LEGEND: BERNSTEIN’S CLARINET SONATA | MARCH 28 - 7pm 

Acclaimed cellist Sophie Shao, a winner of the prestigious Avery Fisher Career Grant
and top prizes at the Rostropovich and Tchaikovsky competitions, will captivate you
with her expressive and powerful performance. Lauded by The New York Times as
"eloquent" and "deeply satisfying" by The Washington Post, Shao will bring Beethoven’s
Clarinet Trio to life, along with other Romantic gems.

Kick off 2025 with this EPIC Wind Quintet, an ensemble of principal players from some
of America's top symphony orchestras, joined by a masterful bass clarinetist from the
Detroit Symphony Orchestra. The highlight of the evening will be Janáček’s iconic Mladi
—a piece that showcases this composer's unique musical voice, blending subtle mood
shifts, passionate lyricism, and a powerful emotional charge. Hear works by Mozart and
Beethoven as well.

Dive into the fascinating journey of Leonard Bernstein’s early years with a performance
of his first published work, the Clarinet Sonata. This special concert features Sergei
Vassiliev, whose clarinet playing the Colorado Springs Gazette calls "flawless,"
alongside crowd favorite Andrew Staupe, known for his "immaculate artistry"
(Minneapolis Star Tribune). The evening will also feature works by Saint-Saëns among
other gems.

Experience the monumental Quartet for the End of Time, a seminal work by Olivier
Messiaen that first premiered in a German prisoner-of-war camp on January 15, 1941.
This remarkable piece, known for its profound emotional depth, will be the highlight of
our 5th Season Finale. Plus, witness this one-time-only performance featuring an
exceptional lineup of musicians, including Gabby Diaz, the newest member of the
Grammy Award-winning Kronos Quartet.

SONGS OF YOUTH | JAN 10 - 7pm 

ROMANTIC BEETHOVEN | FEB 21 - 7pm 

QUARTET FOR THE END OF TIME | MAY 23 - 7pm


